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*** The writer's obligations are due to "his gifted friend, Thomas Crofton Croker, F.S.A., for 
much kind assistance in procuring the illustrations of the Shrine. He would offer his respectful 
thanks to Mrs. Collins, daughter of the Roscoe of Cork, the late James Roche. To this lady's pencil 
the open front view of the shrine is to be attributed. He begs to acknowledge, also, the kindness of 
the Rev. Mr. Russell, Superior, O.S.D., Dublin, and of the Rev. Mr. Carberry, of St. Mary's Priory, 
Cork, through whose permission the other drawings have been made. The whole are now, for the 
first time, given to the public. 



LETTERS PATENT OF JAMES MAO DONNELL, 

LORD OP THE CASTLE AND MANOR OF 

TENEKILLY, 

IN THE BARONY OF PORTNEHINCH, AND QUEEN'S COUNTY. 

In the last Number of this Journal appeared a valuable historical sketch of the history of the Mac 
Donnells, the Lords of this Manor and Castle, who appear to have settled in this part of Ireland 
about the middle, or towards the close of the 15th century. Like other stout soldiers of fortune 
who obtained settlements in various parts of Ireland, they appear to have held their possessions by 
various grants from the Crown, upon the usual conditions of rendering military services, and pay- 
ments of certain rents. The author of the historical account of the MacDonnells above-mentioned, 
which terminates with a brief skeich of the career of James MacDonnell, born in 1617, appears, in 
his curious and interesting paper, to have overlooked, or not to have been aware of, the existence of 
Letters Patent, granted to him in the 14th year of the reign of King Charles I. A.D. 1681. The 
original of this document is preserved among the Deeds and Muniments of the Earls of Antrim, at 
Grlenarm Castle, in the county of Antrim. 

In the fierce struggle during the reign of this monarch, in which the adherents of the Stuart fa- 
mily in Ireland took no inconsiderable share, the stout MacDonnells naturally espoused the royal 
cause, and the title of James MacDonnell to the castle and possessions at Tenekilly (which he had 
inherited from his warlike predecessors) having been rendered in some measure insecure, he appears 
to have sued out and obtained from the Crown a fresh patent of those estates ; and of this it is 
now proposed to give a brief abstract. 

The Patent above-mentioned, which is in the Latin language, begins as follows : 

" Charles, by the grace of God, of England, Scotland, France, and Ireland, King, Defender of the 
Faith, and si forth, to all to whom these Patent Letters shall come, greeting: 

Know ye that We, of our special grace, and certain knowledge, and mere motion, and also by the 
advice, assent, and consent of our well-beloved and very faithful cousin and counsellor, Thomas, Vis- 
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count Wentworth, our Deputy-General of our kingdom of Ireland, and President of our Privy Coun- 
cil in the northern parts of our kingdom of England; and of our other Commissioners, — according to 
the intent and effect of our Commission, under our Great Seal of our said kingdom of Ireland, bear- 
ing date at Dublin, the 7th day of September, in the 12th year of our reign, as well as for, and in 
consideration of, the fine or sum of Fifty-five pounds, Two shillings, and Six pence, sterling, good 
and lawful money of, and in, England, by our beloved subject, James MacDonnell, Esquire, before 
the sealing of these our Letters Patent, at the receipt of our Exchequer of our said kingdom of Ire- 
land, to wit, to the hands of our Vice-treasurer, or Receiver- General of the same, well and truly to 
our use paid, which said fine or sum is due and payable to us by virtue of a composition, agreement, 
or concord, made at our Castle of Dublin, between our said Deputy-General and our other Commis- 
sioners, on one part, and the said James MacDonnell, of the other part, as well as for, and in consi- 
deration of, the rent, services, and reservations, in these presents, by virtue of the commission, com- 
position, and agreement aforesaid, received, or mentioned to be received, — Have given, granted, 
bargained, sold, released, and confirmed, &c., to the aforesaid James MacDonnell, his heirs and as- 
signs, the Castle, Town, and Lands of Tenekilly, with one water-mill there, and all the towns, vil- 
lages, hamlets, lands, tenements, and hereditaments, of Ballycrassell, &c." 

The lands then are named, seriatim, whicb are, in number, thirty, are situate in the united pari- 
shes of Ardea, Coolbanagher, and Lea; and arc to found in sheet No. 8 of the recent Ordnance 
Survey of the Queen's County, a little to the southward of Portarlington ; and the site of the ruined 
castle of Tenekilly is shewn within the demesne of Woodbrook. 

In the first column here following, the names of these townlands are given as in the Patent ; the 
number prefixed to each indicating the parish in which it lies ; and in the second column are their 
modern names, so for as they have been identified. 

Ancient Names. Modern Names 



No. 1. — Ballycrassell, 




Ballycrossell, 


2. — Carhin, 




Carn, 


Derrychuane, 






1' — Portenehinche, 




Portnahinch. 


3. — Ballecale, 




Ballycarrol. 


Colbane, 






1. — Ballyculane, 




Ballycullenbeg. 


Ferrinedonoghfine, 






1. — Gentery als. Clanterfe als 
Clanteny, 


} 


Clonterry. 


1. — Larragh, 




Laragh. 


1 . — Dinganmore, 




Dangans 


1. — Kilnekessaghe, 




Kilnacasb. 
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Coolna vamose. 



Ooolagh. 

Acregar. 

Straghard. 

Derrygill. 

Derryelony. 

Kihnainham. 

Ballycullenbeg. 

Cappakeel. 

Cloncosny. 

Derrydavy. 



Dinganbeg, 

Balloroddery 
2. — Coolnefernockc, 

Ballynoglasse, 

Ballycalo 
2. — Cooloches, als. Ballyboggane, 

Ballyneboddagh, 

1 . — Acregare, 

Clonvegher 
1. — Straghard, 
1. — Derrigill, 
1. — Derrieclony, 
1. — Kilmongan, 
1 . — Ballycowleyne, 
2. — Derryeappie, 
1. — Clonecosne, 
1. — Derrydavy, 

Shanvallymortagh, 
The Patent then proceeds in the usual legal terms to create the manor of Tenekilly with mano- 
rial rights, jurisdictions, franchises, liberties, and privileges, and powers to hold Courts Baron, and 
Courts Leet, to be held by seneschals appointed by the said James MacDonnell, with authority to en- 
close two hundred acres of land as a deer-park, and a free warren, with right of chasing all game, 
taking partridges or pheasants, &c. 

Covenants then follow on the part of the Grantee to attend, whenever duly summoned, with the great- 
er part of his domestic servants and tenants, armed, and provided with victualling for three days, upon 
the Lord Deputy, or on whomsoever he should appoint ; and to answer general " Hostings " accord- 
ing to the rate and value of his lands ; to maintain continually on the first portion of said lands 
twelve expert axe-bearers, called Galloglasses, and on the remaining part two trained horsemen of 
the English nation and blood, well mounted, and all sufficiently armed with offensive and defensive 
weapons ; — in the following words : 

" Et pfat Jacobus McDonnell pro se hered. executor, administr. et assign, suis convenit et concedit 
ad et cum nobis hered. et successor, nost. per pntes quod ipe pi'at Jacobus M c Donnell hered. et assign. 
sui quandocunq. post datum prtm pmoniti erunt attendent cum maior pt domesticor. servient, et te- 
nen. suor. sup. pmiss pmenconat residentm seu inhabitantm in defensibil. modo guerrm armat. cum vic- 
tual, pro tribus diebus, sup deputat. nostr. general, sive al. principal. Gubernat. seu Gubernator" huius 
regni nostr. Hibuie pro tempo existents, sive sup. tal-Pson. seu psonas qualis sive quales pdict deputat 
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nostr. general, sive al. Gubernator appunetuabitur, sive appunctuabuntur, pro defensione pd terr. 
tenement, et hereditament, et comitat. pred. et respondebit et respondebunt omn. hostil. exercit. vo- 
cat. "Hostings," iuxta rat. et valor, terr. guar. pred. ct hebit, custodiet, sustinebit, mauntenebit, 
hebunt, custodient, sustinebunt, et mauntenebunt continuo sup. pred. castr. vill. et terr. de Tenekilly, 
Bally crassen, &c....prcd. aut aliq. inde peell. duodecim habiles Securiger s , Anglice vocat. "Gallo- 
glasses." Ac etiam hebit custodiet sustinebit, et mauntenebit continuo sup. pd vill. villat. ham- 
let, et terr. de Aeregare, Clonveger, &e pd, aut aliqu. inde peell, duos habil. equestres Anglican- 

nacon. cognominis et sanguin. bene instruct, pro melior defension. etp'servacon. p'menconat. pmiss. et 
Com. Regine pd respective, et quod hebit et hebunt bon. et sufficient, equos et arma tarn invasiva 
quam defensiva p pred. duodecim habil. Securig. Anglice vocat. Galloglasses et equestr. pred. et cor 
quolibt respective." 

Then follow covenants on the part of James McDonnell to give, yearly, one custom-day, called "a 
plowe day," at such time and place within the Queen's County as the Constable of the Castle of 
Maryborough, for the time being, shall appoint, or two shillings and three pence in lieu thereof ; and 
that his sons and servants shall use altogether, or for the most part, the English language and dress ; 
and shall apjiear every year before such Constable at the said Castle on the first day of September, 
and bring with them all the males under their controul, between the ages of sixteen and sixty, able 
to carry arni3, and shall deliver in their names to be written in a book, — in the following words : 

Ac etiam reddet et pformabit, reddent et pformabunt annuatim nobis hered s et successor 8 nostra 
servitm unu. eustum diei, Anglice vocat. " a plowe day," pro quolibt Aratio. quod tunc erit sup. pnTiss 
p'menconat. ad arrand. aut tal. labor, et opera faciend. ad tal. tempus et locum infra diet. Com. Regin 
qual. per Constabular. Castr. de Maryburrough pd pro teuipe existent, limitabuntur vel appunctuabun- 
tur, vel duos solidos et tres denar. legal, monet. Anglie pro quolibt eustumar. die ad election, pfat. 
Jacobi McDonnell heredum et assignator. suor. Et quod filii et habil. servients eor. utentur pro maior. 
parte sive totaliter tam Anglican, lingua quam vestiment. et apparal. et Anglican gubernacon. ad eor. 
raconabil posse. Ac etiam annuatim compebunt coram constabular. Castr. de Maryburrough pred. 
sive pro defect, tal. constabular. coram Vice comit. diet. Comitat. Regine pro tempore existent, ad diet. 
Castr. primo die mensis Septembr. et ducent secum omnes homines sub eor. gubernacon. et potestat. 
inter etat. sexdecim et sexagint. annor. qui reputat. sunt habiles homines portare arma, quor. nomina 
deliberabuntur diet, constabular. sive in eius absentia vicecomit. eiusd. Comitat. Regin. pro tempore 
existent, in libro ponend." 

The Patent then concludes with an idemnification from rents and arrearages, and appears to have 
been signed by the, then, Lord Chancellor, Carleton, examined in the usual form by Jo. Exham, de- 
puty clerk of the Hanaper, and enrolled among the Patent Rolls of the Court of Chancery in Ire- 
land in the year in which it bears date, by Christopher Lascelles, clerk in the office of the Master of 
the Rolls. 
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There appears to be no doubt that this Patent was the latest granted to the MacDonnells of 
Tenekilly ; for their possessions in the Queen's County appear to have been forfeited by James Mao 
Donnell, and to have thereupon passed into the hands of other adventurers. 

The account of the varied fortunes of this family in the Queen's County, which thus terminates, 
forms a most instructive chapter of Irish history, and may taken as a fair sample of the rise and fall 
of many families of military adventurers who obtained large grants from the Crown in the war- 
like and disturbed reigns of Elizabeth and the monarcbs who immediately succeeded her. If a few 
more such accurate and careful archaeological sketches were thus given to the world, they would throw 
more light upon the policy of the English government, and the state of society in Ireland during the 
period to which we alluded, than most of the elaborate, but somewhat fanciful, disquisitions, that have 
hitherto passed current for positive History. 

J. HUBAND SMITH, M.A.— M.R.I.A 



ST. COLUM CILLE'S CEOSS. 



The following curious passage occurs in a letter preserved in the State Paper Office, dated 20th 
October, 1504, from the Lord Deputy of Ireland, Sir John Perrot, to Sir Francis Walsingham, the 
English Secretary of State : — 

" For a token I have sent you holie Cjlumkill's crosse : — a God of greate veneration with Sarle- 
boy and all Ulster; for so greate was his grace, as happy be thought himself that coulde gett a kisse 
of the said nrosse. I send him unto yon that when you have made some sacrifice to him according to 
the disposition you heare to Idolatrie, you maie if you please bestowe him upon my good Lady Wal- 
smghain or my Lady Sidney, to weare as a Jewell of weight and bignesse, and not of prise and 
goodness, upon some solempne feaste or triumph daie at the Courte." 

The Lord Deputy had just returned from an expedition into Ulster against the Scottish intruder 
Somairle huyy, (or the yellow) M' Donnell, and the remarkable relic be sent over to England was pro- 
bably part of the spoil won from that chieftain. Lady Sidney, to whom the "Jewell " was offered, 
was daughter of the powerful Secretary of State, and recently married to the accomplished Sir Philip 
Sidney : — she was subsequently espoused by Robert Devereux, Earl of Essex ; and, after his death, 
was married a third time, by the fourth and brave Earl of Clanricard. Her last husband being a Ro- 
man Catholic, she adopted his creed, and, if she possessed this venerable Cross, doubtless regarded it 
with more reverence than is exhibited by the donor. 

The memory of St. Colum Cille was, indeed, held in much veneration in Ulster, and every memorial 
of that good and Christian man must have been considered sacred. His copy of the Scriptures, preser- 
ved in a rich case, was brought out on particular occasions to be employed by the chief of the clan 



